
DELAWARE VALLEY GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL (DVGBC)  
is a non-profit organization that promotes green buildings and sites in 
Greater Philadelphia, the Lehigh Valley, and in the State of Delaware 

through education, advocacy, and strategic initiatives. 

 

Our membership is comprised of architects, designers, engineers, 

developers, facilities managers, and other professionals who are 
working toward the goal of a sustainable, healthy, and resilient built 

environment for all. 

 

In fulfillment of its mission and vision, DVGBC supports modern 
building codes, above code building standards, energy efficiency, 

renewable energy, as well as other legislative measures that promote 

cost effective and environmentally sound buildings and sites. 
 
 

 
Legislative Priorities 
 
High performance buildings and energy efficiency 
 
SB 234 | PA Property Assessed Clean Energy Program - PACE 

DVGBC Supports 
 

Summary: Enabling legislation that allows municipalities to establish and administer a PACE program for 
commercial and industrial properties. 
 

Benefits: 

 Expands Pennsylvania’s already-booming energy efficiency industry, which accounts for 62,000 jobs in 
state as well as $6.4 billion dollars in benefits to Pennsylvania delivered through efficiency programs from 
2009 to 2015. 

 Pennsylvania will join the ranks of the 33 states that have already enacted PACE-enabling legislation. 
Commercial PACE programs alone have collectively leveraged $332 million dollars for energy efficiency and 
clean energy projects. 
 
 

HB 1178 | High-Performance Buildings Tax Credit 

DVGBC Supports 
 

Summary: Provides a base tax credit of $35,000 to residential and commercial owners or tenants for either the 
construction of a green building or the rehabilitation of a non-green building into a green building. 
 

Benefits: 

 Promotes the uptake of above-code building standards throughout the commonwealth. This is of 
particular importance in Pennsylvania where building codes are two cycles behind the latest ICC standards. 

 Eligibility under this act would be much wider than the restrictive parameters under the current High 
Performance Building grant and loan program in Pennsylvania (owner-occupied homes and small businesses) 
but is kept rigorous through performance-based requirements.  



SB 415 | Green Buildings Legislation 

DVGBC Supports 
 

Summary: Requires that state-owned or state-leased buildings meet high-performance building  standards 
 

Benefits: 
 Ensures that Pennsylvania’s state-owned and -leased facilities are energy efficient, resilient, cost-
effective, and promote the health and well-being of occupants. 
 Improves the Commonwealth’s “capacity to design, build and operate high-performance buildings and, 
in doing so, to create new jobs and contribute to economic growth.” Also accelerates the ongoing trend of 
making high-performance buildings and their features - energy efficiency, improved indoor air quality, 
sustainable materials - mainstream. 
 Creates opportunity to educate the commonwealth to the wide array of above-code building standards 
in Department of General Service’s development of regulations to define eligible high-performance building 
standards under this act. 

 
 

Building codes 
 
SB 269 | Legislation to Reform Uniform Construction Code Adoption Process 

DVGBC Opposes as Currently Written, Passed Senate on May 24 

HB 409 | Legislation to Reform Uniform Construction Code Adoption Process 

DVGBC Opposed as Currently Written, Passed House on April 25 
 

Summary: Bill to amend the process by which the Review and Advisory Council adopts code provisions into 
the Uniform Construction Code 
 

Consequences: 

 While DVGBC strongly supports the adoption of modern building codes in Pennsylvania, SB 269 and HB 
409 do not adequately address the problems with the commonwealth’s broken code adoption process. For 
more information on the consequences of Pennsylvania’s broken code adoption process and suggestions for 
a path forward, please see the enclosed fact sheet: Building Codes in Pennsylvania. 

 
 
Renewable energy 
 
SB 404 | Solar Energy Credit Legislation 

DVGBC Supports 
 

Summary: Closes the border on Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs), requiring that all  SRECs purchased 
in fulfillment of the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards (AEPS) Program originate in Pennsylvania. 
 

Benefits: 

 Reverses the devaluation of Pennsylvania solar, which has led to a dramatic loss of investment and jobs. 
Pennsylvania ratepayers would no longer subsidize thousands of out-of-state jobs or reward solar owners 
outside of Pennsylvania for their investment. In 2016, Pennsylvania ranked 22nd nationwide for its number 
of solar jobs per the Solar Jobs Census while other PJM states ranked higher including New Jersey (5th), 
Maryland (12th), and Ohio (11th.) 


