
 
 

 
Key differences between 2015 IECC and 2018 IECC - Commercial Provisions 
Sources: MEEA and NASEO 
  
 Heated Slab Insulation - C402.1.3 
R-5 insulation has been added as a requirement in Table C402.1.3 for heated slabs in all climate zones.  
  
 Garage Door Glazing - C402.1.4 
A U-factor of .31 has been added to table C402.1.4 as a minimum requirement for garage doors with glazing. 
 
 Airspace Thermal Properties - C402.2.7 
When the thermal properties of airspaces are calculated as part of the thermal wall assembly, these 
airspaces must be enclosed in an unventilated cavity designed to minimize airflow into and out of the cavity. 
  
 Service water-heating equipment performance efficiency - C404.2 
Updated to reflect current federal water heater efficiencies. 
  
 Shower head Flow Rate—C404.9 
A new mandatory code requirement that the flow rate of shower heads shall not exceed 2.0 gpm at 80 psi in 
all buildings. 
  
 Daylighting controls - C405.2 
Lighting systems shall be provided with controls that comply with Sections C405.2.1 through C405.2.6, with 
exceptions. 
  
 Expanded occupant sensor requirements to include open office spaces - C405.2.1, C405.2.1.1, 
C405.2.1.3 (new) 
Expanded occupant sensor requirements to include open office spaces. Reduction allowed Light Power 
Densities (LPD) for interior and exterior lighting systems. 
 
 Additional Efficiency Package Options - C406 
Increased envelope efficiency (C406.8) and reduced air leakage (C406.9) added to efficiency requirement 
options.  
 
 Clarification of on-site renewable energy for performance compliance path - C407.3 
To prevent trade-offs of energy efficiency in favor of renewable energy, the reduction in energy cost from on-
site renewable energy of the proposed design is limited to 5% of total energy cost. Documentation is 
required for any reduction in energy use associated with on-site renewable energy to ensure that energy 
produced is consumed on site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact: 
Katie Bartolotta, Policy and Program Manager | kbartolotta@greenbuildingunited.org 
 


